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University of KwaZulu -Natal        
honours triad of AIDS leaders  

Dr Robert Galllo 

Prof Salim Abdool Karim 

 

Dr Robert Gallo was awarded the Doctor of Sci-
ence degree (honoris causa) on 14th April in recogni-
tion of his ground breaking discoveries and outstand-
ing scientific contributions in virology. Dr Gallo is best 
known for his discovery of two retroviruses, the only 
known human leukaemia virus ï HTLV, the human 
herpes virus, the interleukin-2, and chemokines. He 
also made significant contributions to demonstrating 
that HIV is the cause of AIDS.   
 
 
 
 
Professor Salim Abdool Karim who is widely rec-
ognised for his scientific contributions in HIV preven-
tion and treatment was awarded a Fellowship of the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, his alma mater, in recog-
nition of distinguished academic achievement and as 
one of the most influential South African and global 
HIV scientists.  
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Michel Sidib® was awarded the degree Doctor of 
Administration (honoris causa) on 15th April in recog-
nition of his contribution to humanity and his influence 
in shaping South Africaôs policies on HIV and AIDS as 
well as his extraordinary record of international public 
health service and leadership in catalyzing the global 
movement for universal access to HIV/AIDS treat-
ment, prevention and support. Michel Sidib®ôs global 
advocacy firmly secured the fight against HIV/AIDS at 
the top of political agendas, including in South Africa.  

Dr Michel SidibŞ 

T 
he University of KwaZulu-Natal honoured three distinguished global AIDS lead-
ers: Dr Robert Gallo Director of the Institute of Human Virology at the University 
of Maryland, UNAIDS Executive Director Mr Michel Sidib® and CAPRISAôs Di-

rector Prof Salim Abdool Karim for their exceptional contributions in the fight against 
AIDS. They were honoured at the UKZN graduation ceremonies held in April. 
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 Celebrating achievements...  

C 
APRISA celebrates the graduation of 6 Staff and 8 Fellows in April. There were 4 PhDs, 6 

Masterôs, 1 medical undergraduate degree and 4 honours degrees. Colisile Mathonsi de-

serves special mention for completing her Masterôs in Medical Science summa cum laude. 

PhD graduates  

Dr Nesri Padayatchi showed that 
early initiation of ART in  HIV pa-
tients with drug resistant tuberculo-
sis significantly reduced mortali-
ty. Xpert MTB/RIF, a new TB diag-
nostic tool, reduced the time to 
MDR-TB treatment from 3 months 
to 3 weeks and Clofazimine im-
proved culture conversion.  
 
 

Dr Kogie Naidooôs study as-
sessed and identified strategies to 
overcome clinical and program-
matic challenges when integrating 
HIV and TB care to reduce co-
infection mortality. The study pro-
vides important evidence for policy 
and clinical management of pa-
tients with HIV and TB co-infection. 
 
 
Dr Sinaye Ngcapuôs study fo-
cussed on the influence of injecta-
ble hormone contraceptive use on 
risk for HIV infection in the context 
of a heterosexual epidemic in 
South Africa; and the potentially 
confounding effect of DMPA (also 
known as Depo-Provera) use in 
prevention research. Dr Ngcapu 
demonstrated that injectable HC 
use down-modulates expression of 
specific chemokines, adaptive cy-
tokines and growth factors in the 
female genital tract.  
 
 
Dr Navisha Dookieôs study has 
contributed to understanding the 
dynamics of antimicrobial re-
sistance and the complexity of the 
mechanisms mediating drug re-
sistance in M.tuberculosis strains 
circulating in our setting.  

Dr Nesri Padayatchi Dr Kogie Naidoo 

Dr Sinaye Ngcapu Dr Navisha Dookie 
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Celebrating our graduates  
L-R: Top Row: Farzana Osman  Masters in Science 
Dissertation:Statistical Analysis  of the attitudes to-
wards blood donation and  transfusion in Mali 
 
Andile Mtshali Masters in Medical Science) Disser-
tation: Dissertation: Antimicrobial susceptibility testing 
of four 5ïnitroimidazoles against trichomonas vaginal-
is 
 
L-R: Middle Row: Colisile Mathonsi ï Masters in Medi-
cal Science  (Summa cum Laude) Dissertation: The 
effect of adipokines in HIV associated preeclampsia 
 
Michele UpfoldðMasters in Pharmacy (Pharmacy 
Practice) Dissertation: Measurement of vaginal 
microbicide adherence using visual inspection as 
compared to ultra violet light assessment of returned 
empty gel applicators 
 
L-R: Bottom Row:  Methembe MdlaloseðMasters in 
Commerce Dissertation: The intricacies of local 
governance in local economic development: A case 
study of uThukelaôs traditional Authority 
 
Chanelle Smith Masters in Pharmacy (Pharmacy 
Practice) Dissertation: Assessing adherence to 
antiretroviral therapy in a rural paediatric cohort in 

KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 
 
We also congratulate the following Fellows who 
graduated: Kasavan Naidoo obtained his 
MBChB and Zanele Hlope, Kimone Fisher, Ja-
nine Jewanraj, and Jessica Naidoo, who all 
obtained BSc Honours Medical Science de-
grees. 

Farzana Osman (MSc) 
Andile Mtshali (MMedSci) 

Colisile Mathonsi(MMedSci) 
Summa cum Lauda 

Michele Upfold (MPharm) 

Methembe Mdlalose (MCom Chanelle Smith (MPharm) 

Appointment to the  
Primary Health Care  

Expert Review Committee  

D 
r Tanuja Gengiah, 
Head of Pharmacy 
at CAPRISA, has 

been appointed to serve 
on the Primary Health 
Care Level Expert Review 
Committee of the National 
Essential Medicines List 
Committee for a 3 year 
period. The Expert Review 
Committee is responsible 
for the selection and ra-
tional use of essential 
medicines to be used in the public sector for 
Primary Health Care Level. 
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Research Excellence recognised  

J 
inal Bhiman, a PhD student at the NICD supervised by 
Prof. Penny Moore and Prof. Lynn Morris, received the 
2015 Faculty of Health Sciences Research Award from 

the University of the Witwatersrand in recognition of outstand-
ing research.  Jinal won 
this award for her paper 
published in Nature Medi-
cine in 2015 entitled: 
ñViral variants that initiate 
and drive maturation of 
V1V2-directed HIV-1 
broadly neutralizing anti-
bodiesò 
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